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Becemher 6, 1867. 

Deab Sib, 

Now that Part II of Vol. II o£ the Foho Manuscript is all printed 
off except one poem,* and that the whole of the text of vol. Ill, and two* 
thirds of the Introductions, as well as the Life, are in type, so that the com- 
pletion of the book early in the New Year is certain, I write to ask you 
whether you can, and will, give me further help in paying the printers, by 
inducing one or more of your friends to buy a copy of the book. 

The fact is that the work has proved too large, and has been pro* 
duced in too costly a way, for the limited subscription that has hitherto been 
obtained ; but if every subscriber will kindly exert himself to got another at 
once, we shall pull through all right. And in order to facilitate this, I send 
every subscriber, with this letter, a copy of the very friendly and appreciative 
notice of the book that appeared in The Gontemporari/ Eeview by the Rev. W. 
L. Blackley, so that the notice may be put into the hands of any friend 
likely to help.f And I throw the one-guinea subscription open to the friends. 
of every subscriber, though they and he be not members of the Early Eng-. 
lish Text Society. 

Messrs. Spottiswoodk's bill for printing vol. 1 of the Ballads d Bo* 
mances, Pt. 1 of the Loose dt Iluiuourott^s Songs, and the preliminary Circulars, 
was £556 19s., and that is paid. Their bill for vols. 2 & 3 of the Ballads, 
and Romances and Pt. 2 of the L. & H. Songs, will not be less than £1000. 
Towards that sum I have not quite £100 in hand, after paying copiers, photo- 
lithographer, &c., an.l £100 of the £150 fine for leave to print the MS. 
What I want now of Subscribers is, that each should, at once, put himself a 
little out of the way, if need be, to get a friend to buy a copy of the book, so 
that another £500, say, may be forthcoming in the next fortnight to clear 
the cost of vol. n Bal. & Bom., and Part II L. dt Hum. Songs, leaving only 
the cost of vol. Ill to be cleared by the trade, and by sale to the public oa 
the completion of the work. 

I quite feel that in asking this, I am asking something not in the 
contract : that a Subscriber may say " I never meant, by subscribing, to un- 
dertake to bore my friends, or canvass them for orders like a bookseller's, 
traveller." But I don't think that many will take the matter in that light,, 
or will wish me, in addition to the trouble and anxiety I have had, (which 
have been great,) to lie under a money-burden that I cannot bear, when a little- 
exertion on the part of each subscriber will both clear me of liability, and 
open the way to that profit which from the first has been devoted to thev 
spread of our early literature through the Early English Text Society, in 
which we are all so much interested. 

It is with confidence in your friendly help that I ask you to lend a 
hand in this matter. 

Yours truly, 

F. J. FURNIVALL. 

The prices of the Book are : — 4 vols., demy 8vo., £1 Is. ; extra demy^ 
250 copies on Whatman's 74s. ribbed paper, £2 2s. ; extra medium 8vo., or 
small 4to., 50 copies printed on Whatman's best ribbed paper, £5 5s. ; demy 
4to., 60 copies printed for sale on Whatman's 110s. ribbed paper, £10 10s. 
Orders should say how the books are to be sent, and whether the Loose and 
Humourous Songs [are wanted, as one subscriber has found himself unable ta 
treat them as *'the harmless coprolites of a past age," which to me and othera 
they are. 

* Pt. n is kept back for a time to endeavour to get more light on the <»ni<^\s:3rD.K2il>3fikSb >iwnianM«Oi Vg^.. 
early days, a difficult subject involved in our poem ol John de Beeve. 

f Other eopiea of the article can be supplied if needeil. 
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The Pablications for the first three years, 1864, 1865, and 1866, are 
out of print, but a separate subscription has been opened for their 
immediate reprint, and when thirty additional names have been re- 
ceived, the Texts for 1864 will be sent to press. Subscribers who 
desire all or either of these years should send their names at once to 
the Hon. Secretary. 

The Publications for 1864 are: — 

1. EARLY ENGLISH ALLITERATIVE POEMS, ab. lfiaO-80 a.d.. ed. R. 

Morris. 

2. ARTHUR, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 

8. LAUDER ON THE DEWTIB OF KYNGIS. ETC., 1566, ed. F. Hall. 
4. SIR GAWA YNE AND THE GREEN £NIGHT, ab. 1830-80, ed. R. Morris. 

The Publications for 1865 are: — 

6. HUME'S C ilTHOGRAPHIE AND CONGRUITlE OF THE BRITAN 
TONGUlSi, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Whbatley. 

6. LANCELOT OF THE LAIK, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. W. W. Skbat. 

7. GENESIS AND EXODUS, ab. 1250, ed. R. Morris. 
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11. LYNDESAY'S MONARCHEjETC., 1562, Part I., ed. F. Hall. 

12. THE WRIGHT'S CHASTE WIFE, ab. 1462, ed, F. J. Furnivall. 

The Publications for 1866 are :— 

13. SEINTE MARHERETE, 1200-1830, ed. Rev. O. Cockaynb. 

14. KYNG HORN, FLORIS AND BLANCHEFLOUR, ETC., ed. Rev. J. R. 

LUMBY. 

15. POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND LOVE POEMS, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 

16. THE BOOK OF QUINTE ESSENCE, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 

17. PARALLEL EXTRACTS FROM 29 MSS. OF PIERS PLOWMAN, ed. 

Rev. W. W. Skbat. 

18. HALI MEIDENHAD, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cockaynb. 

19. LYNDESAY'S MONARCHE, ETC., Part II., ed. F. Hall. 

20. HAMPOLE'S ENGLISH PROSE TREATISES, ed. Rev. G. G. Pbrry. 

21. MERLIN, Part II. ed. H. B. Whbatley. 
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A few copies are left of No. 5, Hume's Orthographie, 4«. ; No. 17, 
Extracts from Piers Plowman, 1«. ; No. 20, Hampole's Treatises, 2«. ; 
No. 22, Partenay, 6«. ; No. 23, Ayenbite, 10«. ^d. 

The Society's Eeport, January, 1867, with Lists of Texts to be 
published in future years, etc. etc., can be had on application to the 
Hon. Seeietary, Heitbt B. Whbatlkt, Esq., 53, Bemers Street, W. 



The Subwription is £ 1 U. a year [and & 1 U. (Lt 
£2 2s,) atlditional for the Estea Skkies], due in advance on me ti 
jAmiAKT, and should he paid either to the Society's Acconnt at 
Union Bank of London, 14, Argyll Place, Regent Street, W., oi 
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BISHOP PERCY'S BALLAD MANaSCEIPT. 



Sif^iop Percy*M yoUo JdanvKript. To) 
W. HilM, ILA^ and Frtdmck J. 
Trtllmir. 1867- 



TF Mr. F. J. Furnivall, tlie indefatigable secretary of the Philolo- 
-'■ gical Society, liad never read, copied, collated, and published 
another manuscript ; if he had never by exhortation and example, 
and by the strong contagion of his own enthusiasm, stirred up (as 
he has done) numbers of able and highly educated men to an appre- 
ciative study of those literary monuments which have made our noble 
language what it is, we should be disposed to say that he had done 
enough, in bringing about the publication of the important work, 
the first instahnent^ of which we have now the pleasure of reviewing, 
to establish a claim of lasting gratitude on every educated English- 
man. Apart from all his many merits for labours connected with the 
Philological and the Early English Text Societies, he baa hereby con- 
ferred an almost incalculable service on the cause of English literature; 
and it is just because Percy's " Eeliques of Ancient English Poetry " 
has been hitherto certainly the main awakcner of taste for our early 
literature, and at the same time the most accessible and universally- 
known work upon so important a subject, that we feel ourselves 
justified in assuming that a further acquaintance with the sources 
whence that work was taken will prove attpactiTe to our readers, 
many of whom, ve doubt not, vill rejoice at the opportunity Mr. 
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Fuiniyall has afforded them of studying at its source that pure well 
of English undefiled whence so wide and strong a stream of poetic 
influence has flowed for the refreshment and the purification of our 
national literature. 

The study of our language is conducted on very different princi* 
pies now from those which obtained a century ago. There has been 
no time like the present, since English literature has existed, when 
its history, its structure, and its memorials have been so deeply and 
conscientiously investigated) and so great and daily increasing a know* 
ledge of its nature and its merit attained. This very fact, if more 
enlightened views had not won acceptance, would lead us, following 
the dictum of the vastly-overrated Warburton, to argue the approach*- 
ing extinction, or at least decline, of English literature altogether ; for 
this is his sentiment, expressed in 1765, and elicited by the publica-^ 
tion of Bishop Percy's book, even in the modernised garb in which 
its contents were clothed : " Antiquarianism is to true letters what 
specious funguses are to the oak, which never shoot out and flourish 
till all the vigour and virtue of the grove be effete and nearly 
exhausted." A criticism very sententious indeed, and as imtrue as 
it is sententious. For though what Warburton, and perhaps his 
correspondent, Hurd, sneered at as antiquarianism has spread its 
branches infinitely wider, and struck its roots infinitely deeper, since 
those days than the wise men of that time could ever have imagined 
possible, still at no period of England's history have " true letters " 
been better studied, or English literature more nobly represented, 
than in these days when " antiquarianism " has borne such good 
fruit as we welcome in the work before us. 

It may not be out of place for us to say a few words as to the 
origin and early history of the " Reliques," and their connection 
with Bishop Percy^s folio MS., which we are about to examine. 

Dr. Percy's own account of the work which has made his name so 
fSuniliar is given in the following extracts from his preface : — 

'* The reader is here presented with select remains of oar ancient English 

bards and minstrels The greater part of them are extracted from 

on ancient manuscript in the editor's possession, which contains nearly 200 
poems, songs, and metrical romances. This manuscript was written about 
the middle of last (the seventeenth) century,* but contains compositioi\s of 
all times and dates, from the ages prior to Chaucer to the conclusion of the 
reign of Charles I.'* 

Bitson, in his rage against Percy, endeavoured to throw discredit, 
if not upon the existence of this MS., at least upon Percy's honesty 
in the extracts printed from it — an insinuation as unworthy as it 

* The hand- writing is of tho time of James II. 
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wae imfounded; for as to the existence of the MS,, Percy not only 
gave a good and clear account of the manner in which it reached 
hia hands, but also submitted it to the examination of many well- 
known men of letters, the poet Shenstone and Dr. Johnson among 
the number, to whose testimony he appealed in the commencement 
of his preface ; and as to the use made of the MS. in the " Reliques," 
lie expressly states the fact of his having altered his models according 
to the dictates of his own taste, giving, however, sufficient intimation 
to the reader of the occurrence of such alterations. 

Thus, as far as Percy's honesty was concerned, we see that his work 
contained an antecedent refutation of Eitson's strictures ; but as to his 
taste (the point which concerna us most to-day), (he question has re- 
, mained an open one fram the impossibility hitherto of comparing the 
"Reliques" with the famous folio MS. from which it originated. 
The necessity of such a comparison was urged even by Sir Walter 
Scott in his " Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border," where he says, 
" It would be desirable to know exactly to what extent Dr. Percy 
had xiscd the license of an editor, an'I certainly, at this period, would 
be only a degree of justice due to his memory." As to the matter 
of fact, then, in the Ritson-Percy controversy, materials enough 
existed for forming a judgment unfavourable to Ritson : as to the 
matter of fancy, it is only now, a century after the publication of 
the " Eoliques," that material for judging has been, afforded by the 
publication of the folio MS., and we are inclined to think that the 
universal verdict on this count wiU be in favour of Percy's critic. 

And this we say without prejudice to Percy's great merits, His 
poetic taste was so far in advance of that of his age, that he could, 
in one sense, inaugurate the study of early English poetry ; Eitson'a 
was 80 far in advance of Percy's, that bitter and censorious though 
he was, he could instinctively perceive the true principles on which 
that study should be baaed, and in proportion to the strength of his 
conviction, could combat, oven savagely, to establish those principles. ' 
The extract we have given from Warburton will show that taste 
had to follow Percy's lend ; a comparison of Percy's work and 
the MS, he used for the purpose will show that tuate has left him 
far behind, and clings now to Eitson's skirts. The time was not 
ripe for Eitson; the old spirit of English poetry required dilution 
when first administered, as wine without water is found too strong 
for children. Eitson's " head was made," and he could iiway with no 
dilution of the strong essence. He waa like the Scotchman who 
exclaimed, " Na. na, lad, dinna mix my grog ; a aye tak' the whesky 
■firrat and the watter after, ffin it ivani- it ! " 

And it is only now, at the distance of a century from the publication 
of the " Reliquos," that Mr. Furnivall (incited and stimulated by a 
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kindred spirit, Professor Child, of Harvard University) has succeeded 
in obtaining access to the MS., and been enabled to publish the 
volumes before us, in which, while Professor Child and Mr. Hales 
furnish the introductions to, and collation of, the ballads, Mr. Fur- 
nivall is himself responsible for the text. 

Our examination of this interesting work, so far as it has appeared, 
naturally divides itself in two parts, the one devoted to what Percy 
inserted from the folio, the other to what he left out ; and though 
the necessary limits of an article like the present must make our 
remarks in both these directions rather suggestive than exhaustive, 
we trust to bring forward enough of interesting matter to stimulate 
some of our readers into subscribing for and enjoying the volumes 
for themselves. 

" The Marriage of Sir Gawaine," as adapted by Percy from the 
piece of the same name in the folio, may furnish us with means of 
observing the Bishop's general treatment of his subject-matter ; and 
we place it for the purpose first amongst the pieces we compare, as 
being the one of which Percy actually subjoined the folio version to 
the " Reliques," in order, to use his own words, 

'' That sacB austere antiquaries as complain that the ancient copies have 
not been always rigidly adhered to, may see how unfit for publication many 
of the pieces would have been, if all the blunders, corruptions, and nonsense 
of iUiterate reciters and transcribers had been superstitiously retained, with- 
out some attempt to correct and amend them." 

By his publication of this extract from the folio, and by giving, in 
addition to the folio version of " The Boy and the. Mantle," another 
version " as revised and altered by a modern hand,'' the Bishop 
unquestionably, though unconsciously, preindicated the essential 
importance to our literature of the ftiture production of the folia 
MS. itself; and while we are led to thank the projectors of tho 
present publication for undertakings at great pecuniary risk and 
under many difficulties, the negotiation which has at last made 
the contents of this romantic MS. accessible, we can but express 
our astonishment that the Bishop's representatives should have 
thought proper to withhold it from the world till now, through a 
long century of unprofitable mystery and seclusion. 

The story of " The Marriage of Sir Gawaine *' in the original is as 
foUowB : — 

King Arthur, alone out hunting, and only provided with a bow, 
meets a giant fully armed, who, to requite an old grudge, is about to 
slay the king, but (following the fashion of the sphinx of old) allows 
him to depart with the undertaking that in a twelvemonth's time 
he shall present himself in the same place no better armed, and 
either yield his life or give the right answer to the question. 
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"What is the thing that women desire most P" Unable to discover 
the answer, the king tells his need to Gawaine, and seeks in all 
directions for a solution to the question on which so much depends. 
/(The idea of failing his tryst never, be it observed, being entertained 
for a moment.) The time comes for fulfilling his engagement, and 
as he proceeds on his way to the meeting with a heavy heart, he 
meets a lady of ugliness so marvellous that the king is unable to 
return her salutation. In reproving him for this discourtesy, the 
lady offers to ease him of his care, in retiim for which he promises 
her his cousin, the gentle Gawaine, in marriage. She then tells 
him that the thing women most desire is to have their will ; which 
affording an undeniable answer to the giant, the king is released 
from his first obligation. But now comes the difficulty of fulfilling 
the second. Various knights, especially Sir Kay, scout the idea of any 
man marrying the " loathly lady ;" but Sir Gawaine, for the sake of 
his king's honour, weds her, and treating her, in spite of his natural 
repulsion, with honour and affection, is rewarded by finding her 
released from a spell which had disfigured her, and restored to a 
condition of peerless beauty. 

Already in the third stanza the Bishop, in supplying one of the 
many gaps in the MS., departs manifestly from the form of the 
original, evidently overlooking its alliterative character. We give 
the first two stanzas, identical in both^ and Percy's third, as illustra- 
tion, italicising the alliterations : — 

" Kinge Arthur /ives in merry Carfeife, 
And «eemely is to «ee, 
And there he hath with him Queen Genever, 
That Aride so Aright of Alee. 

^* And there he hath with him Queen GeneTer,^ 
That Aride so Aright in Aower, 
And all his Aarons aAout him «toode 
That were both ^tiffe and «towre. 

** The king a royale Christmasae kept 
With mirth and prine$iye cheare, 
lb him repaired many a knight 
That came both farre and neare,** 

Percy then invents the incident of a damsel entering to crave a 
boon in the punishment of the giant, who has carried off her lover 
and defied the king, and makes Arthur call for his sword and steed 
to chastise such insolence. This does away with the picturesque 
idea of the old ballad, which shows the king to have been overcome, 
not by magic, as Percy has it, but by want of weapons. Again, in the 
Bishop's version of Arthur's vow we lose a most important refereuc^ 
to a lost custom. He gives us (stanza 19), — 

*' King Arthur then heldo up his hand, 
And sware upon his faye ; " 
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while the MS. yersioo. refuls- 



^' King ArUiur Ijheii held up his hand, 
A,ccordmg then da tpas the law.** 

The leiigthy ballad of the " Child of EUe '' in the " Reliques " is 
almost entirely Percy's own . work. We give the account of it 
presented by Mr. Hales in his introduction to the fragment of the 
folio MS. on which it is based : — 

*' The present fragment of a version may be fairly said to be now printed 
for the first time, as in the ' Beliques * it is buried in a heap of / polished ' 
verses composed by Percy. That worthy prelate, touched by the beauty* 
of it — ^he had a soul — was unhappily moved to try his hand at its couple- • 
tion. A wax-doU maker might as well try to< restore Milo*s V«ius. There 
are 89 lines here. There are 200 in the thing called * The. Child of Elle " 
in the ' Beliques.' But in those 200 lines all the 89 originals do> not appear^ 
Now and then one appears, always (with one exception) a little altered to 
fit it for the strange bedfellows with which the polishing process has made 
it acquainted, its good manners, so to speak, corrupted by evil communica- 
tions. On the whoJ^, the union of the genuine and the false — of the old 
ballad with Percy's tawdry feebleness — ^makes about as objectionable a 
mesalliance as that in the story itself is in the eyes of the father. The 
crowning efforts of tl^e polishing process are this version of yv. 15 — 18 : — 

' And thrice he clasped her to his breste, ^ 

And kist her tenderlie ; 
The tears that fell from her fiiir eyes. 
Banne like the fountayne free.' 

And this of w. 88, 89 :— 

< Bat light nowe dowqe, my ladye faire, 

light down smd hold my steed, 
While I and this discourteous knighte 

Doe trye this arduous deede. 
But light now downe, my dear ladye^ 

Light down and hold my horse, 
While I and this discourteous knight 

Do trye our valour's force.' 

So fared our poor fragment at the hands of its friend a hundred years ago*" 

In this particular case the criticism seems to us rather severe upon y 
Percy. Had he not extended and adapted the ballad, it would have 
been utterly misplaced in his collection^ it^ c<mdition being so frag- 
mentary as to hinder its comprehensioii. It is like one of the 
fantasticaUy-shaped pearls we sometimes see, which need a supple- 
mentary setting of gold or other n^terial to make their qimintness 
take an intelligible form« It is not for his treatment of fragments 
that we quarrel with the Bishop, but with the liberties he took with 
complete ballads; he might, for all we care, have diverted some v 
straying drops of bright song through tiirbid channels into his own 

* How doctors differ ! How ** the old order changeth, giving place to new ! " Scott 
says, " The fragment goes hx to show that the^ tale deziYes all Us beautict frdtn tha 
pooticiJ powers of Feroy ! " 
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piece of ornamental water^ but we object to his trimming and 
squaring the banks of the wide free-flowing river which, wander- 
ing at its own sweet will through centuries, had swept by its native 
strength and power into winding curves of natural and perfect, if 
now and then of irregular, beauty. 

This fault we think a comparison of the " Sir Aldingar *' of the 
^ " Eeliques," with that of the folio proves him to have committed. In 
the former, when Queen Elinor, sentenced, under Aldingar's base 
accusation, to be burnt, sends her messengers seeking a champion, 
" one of the queene's damselles " is set forth as riding about (cer- 
tainly in a very dajnselish way) at random, resolved to find the 
desired champion, yet getting continually " woe-begone," and having 
" the salt tears fall from her eye." When she receives the champion's 
promise— 

<' Back them rode that fedre damselle, 
Amd her hart it lept for glee : 
And when she told her gracious dame 
A gladd woman then was shoe." 

But in the original MS. this woe-begone damsel has no existence 
whatever ! Note by comparison how much of graphic simplicity is 
wasted by Percy to make room for her. The folio says : — 

Our queene sent forth a messenger, 

He rode fsust into the south. 
He rode the countryes through and through 

Soe farr unto Portsmouth : 
He cold find never a man in the south country 

That wold fight with the knight soe keene. 

• 

'^ The second messenger the queen forth sent 
Rode fax into the east, 
But — ^blessed be Gk>d made sunn and moone — 
He sped then all of the best. 

• « « » « 

** Then the queene's messenger rode back, 
A gladed man then was hee ; 
When he came before our queene 
A gladd woman then was shee ; 

(Shee gave the messenger £20, 
Lord, in gold andffee, 
^, SaieSf ' £^)end and spare not while this doth last, 

Thenfeiteh thou more of me,* 



t ft 



Again, as an example of Percy's extension of the ballad, let us 
mstance the following five stanzas : — * 

** But when the appointed day was come. 
No helpe appearM nye, 
Then woful, wofid was her hart, 
And the tears stood in her eye. 
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** And now a fyer was built of wood, 
And a stake was made of tree ; 
And now Queene Elinor forth was led, 
A sorrowful sight to see. 

** Three times the heranlt he waved his hand, 

And three times spake on hye : 
* Giff any good knight will fende this dame, 
Come forth, or she must dye.' 

" No knight stood forth, no knight there came, 
No helpe appeared nye ; 
And now the fyer was lighted up. 
Queen Elinor must dye. 

'* And now the fyer was lighted up. 
As hot as hot might bee ; 
When riding upon a little white steed. 
The tinye boy they see.'* 

Yet In the original, in place of all this farrago of repetitions, with its 
laboured and yet inconsistent perversions of spelling, the author is 
content with a single stanza : — 

*' Our Queene was put in a tunne to burne. 

She thought no thing but death ; V 

They were ware of the litle one 
Came ryding/or^A of the east." 

If our readers will consider the force of the words italicised in this 
stanza, they will be able better to appreciate the extent of dilution 
practised by the Bishop in the five whereby he replaced it. 

Again^ in the description of the boy-champion's sword, Percy 
gives us : — 

" The boye puUd forth a well good sworde, 
So gilt it dazzled the ee ; " 

while the folio gives us the far more poetical — 

'' The litle one pulld forth a woU good sword, 
I-wis itt was all of gpiilt. 
It east light there over thatfeild,** 

Apart from the finer description in the third line, the " I-tvis " in 
the second — assuming that it is not the A. S. gems, certainly — ^like 
the expression "owr queene '* above, gives a life and personality 
to the narrator which Percy allows altogether to evaporate. 

But more striking still is the omission of what is the raciest and 
most characteristic part of the whole ballad. Percy reads : — 

" Forthe then stood Sir Aldingar, 
But when he saw the chylde, 
He laughed and 8co£fed, and turned hia backe, 
And weened he had been beguyldo. 

'' ' Now tume, now tume thee, Aldingar, 
And eyther fighto or flee ; 
I trust that I shall arenge the wronge, 
Though I am 80 small to see ; '" 
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wlule the foKo gives us .•'— 

** When AldiAgai: 896^ that litle one, 
Full litle of him he thought, 
If there hade beene hajlfe a 100 such, 

Of them he wold not have wrought (recked). 

*' He sayd, 'Come hither, Sir AMingar, 
Thou seemust as bigge aa a fooder ! 
I trust to Grod, ere I have done with theo, 
God will send to us au^ei:/ '* 

I The only possible excuse for sueli treatment of two such 
/ stanzas must be that Percy, not knowing the sense of the words, used 
I his own conjectural paraphrase ; and this view seems strengthened 

by the fact that the learned annotator of the folio seems also to 

miss the force of the word '^ fooder,^' which he explains from A. S. 

foder, as mass, load. The word means a mne-tun (German Fuder), 
\ applied to Aldingar (as it was to Will Waddle*) for his obesity ; 
. and the hope, " God will send to us auger," carries out the idea of 

) an auger being used to tap a cask, and implies that the " litle one *' 

'hopes to let out Aldingar's life-blood. 

And how far Percy's verse of the pardon sought and gained by 

the dying Aldingar is from being an improvement on that of the 

foKo is manifest on a comparison of the two. Percy gives : — 

" * Forgive, forgive me, queene, madame. 
The Ediort time I must live.' 

* Now Christ forgive thee, Aldingar, 

As finely I forgive j * " 

whne the foKo gives the pardon as springing from a higher motive, 
and as prompted by a higher example, rather than as in itself aflford- 
ing ground for heavenly pardon, in the words : — 

" * Forgive, forgive me, queene, madam I 
For Christ's love forgive me ! * 

* God forgave his death, Aldingar, 

And freely I forgive thee,* " 

The well-known baUad of the " Heir of Linne *' affords another 
instance of unwarrantable tampering with a real relique of ancient 
English poetry. The folio copy consists of 125 lines, forming a ballad 
not only complete in itself, but, from its very conciseness and pith,, 
infinitely more graphic and poetical than the piebald production of 
220 lines the Bishop has handed down to us. And the very com- 
pleteness of this folio copy leaves Percy entirely without excuse for 
the disguise in which he has enveloped it. Mr. Hales, in his intro- 
duction, strikingly remarks, *' This ballad was printed by the Bishop 
in his ' Reliques,' but polished till he could see his own face in it ; '^ 

* "But Will was 80 fat that he looked like a tun, 

Or like two single gentlemen rolled into one."-COLMAi«*s Lodgings to Let. 
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and any one who reads the two versions mnfit be astc^j^klied at Percy's 
statement; that '^ the breaches and defects (of the folio copy) raidered 
the insertion of supplemental stanzas necessary." Yet we should be 
more disposed to excuse the Bishop's vanity in attempting, as need- 
lessly as unsuccessftilly, to adorn so excellent a specimen of our 
ancient literature, than to overlook the absolute obliquity of percep- 
tion which should lead him, as he did, to omit one of the most 
characteristic points of the ballad ; we mean the admirably-managed 
repetition, which occurs three times in the folio copy, of the words 
(sHghtly varied) appearing first in the third stanza :- 

**■ To drinke the wine that was so deere, 
With eyery man he wold make merry." 

This was the distinctive trait in the heir of Linne's character, told in 
one good bold effective stroke, which Percy stippled over with two 
stanzas of statement, filled up with provoking and unnecessary " / 
weens " and " / wots :"— 

<^ It was, I ween, his heart's delight 
To ride, to nmne, to rant, to roar. 

To always spend, and never spare, ' 
I wott, an it were the king himselfe, 
Of gold and fee he mote be bare." 

But we have said enough to give our readers some idea of the 
differences they may expect to find between the " Reliques " they are 
familiar with and their true originals ; enough, we would fain hope 
also, >to lead lovers of good old songs to take the opportunity afforded 
them by the present publication of pulling off the smooth eighteenth- ^ 
century plaster which has disfigured (while possibly helping to pre- | / 
serve) the noble stonework of our ancient minstrelsy, and of behold- ' 
ing in its beauty the remains of what must, in days gone by, have 
been a splendid literary structure, builded of fresh simplicity, sweet 
fancy, and fine feeling. 

We now proceed to the second part of our task, that of calling 
attention to some out of many striking aad beautiful poems in the 0(/ 
folio MS. left untouched by Percy, and now first pubKshed. 

Chief and principal of these is the long and most interesting 
romance of " Eger and Grine," a poem in about 1,600 Unes, quite v^ 
remarkable for variety of character, play of fancy, picturesqueness of 
costume, and graphic power. But as we understoad that this pro- ^^ 
duction is also published in a separate form by the promoters of the 
work before us, we think it as well to confine our present remarks to 
less important and less accessible pieces. 

The romance of " Merline " is another of those pieces which, run- 
ning as it does to a length of about 2,400 lines, would have been of 
course too lengthy for admission iMto a work on Percy's plan. It is 
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a poem w^hicli amply rewards peroBal, and toVhich (without entering 
into the inquiry as to the personality of Merlm so ahly summarized 
in Mr. FumivaU'a introduction) wo should be much to blame did we 
not devote a smaU portion of our apaee. 

The subject-matter of the poem is much the same with Nennius's 
account of Ambi-oeius. Older and hotter toxts, but imfortunately 
incomplete ones, exist than that be^c reprinted. Wo subjoin from. 
the introduction the following acctfunt of the scope of the poem : — 

" The present version follows the early Auchinleck one io postponing the 
account of Merlin's birth to the second part or chapter, whereas the Cam- 
bridge University test and the French original put it first. This birth wae 
from a virgin fay a liend of the air, in order that its product might undo the 
wort of the other virgin's Bon, Christ, and secure man to the devil. The 
details of this plan and its defeat are narrated in the text, which also tells 
of the death of King Constantine, and the murder of his son, Tting Moyne, 
in consequence of a hint from his traitorous steward, Vortiger. Vortiger in 
then made king, and defeats the Danes, but afterwards calls in their aid 
against his rebellious barons. He attempts to build a castle of refuge, bat 
ite walls fall down every night. Merlin is sought for, and explains how the . 
fighting of two dragons causes this fall. He has them unearthed, and the 
castle is completed, Constantine's two younger sons, Pendragon and tJther, 
invade England, and bum Vortiger in his castle, Pendragon is crowned, 
seeks oat Merhn for counsel how to repel fresh Danish invaders, kills them 
all at the battle of Sahsbury, but loses his own life," &c. 

The following is Vortiger's crafty hint referred to above. The 
barons complaining to him of their king's youth and timidity, 
Vortiger answers ; — 

" ' I trow,' said Vortiger, 
' Cartaino it was greats dole (misfortune) 
To muku u king of suvh a foole ; 
Ilad you made B ■""" f aor kiog, 
Hb had saved yon in iJl thingo ; 
But aithen sicker you be, 
/ Helpe get you none of ma. 

But if soar king trcre dmd aplight 

I wold helpe yon with all my might." 

Thsn eoid the b&TTona echk one, 

' Wi]] yea that wee our king alowen (slay) ?' 

'Nay,' hesayd, 'withouten strife 

While jour young king is uliva, 

Uelpe gott jDu none I-mis.' " 

Of course he could afterwards address hia barons much as Joha 
did the rulers of Jezreel, and eay, "Who slew all these?" This 
eemi-BUggestive dissuasion of Vortiger's seems a sort of foreshadowing 
of that of the famous head of a college, who, on the undergraduates 
catflhing a pickpocket Jlugraiite delicto in their midst, cried to theia 
80 very urgently," Boys, don't uail his ears to the pump." 
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We find further, here and there in the piece, some of those quaint 
expressions which it seems a pity to let die out of our language. ^ 

This for a defeat : — >/ 

" King Anguish in that tyde 
Was upon the worrs6 side." 

And the following description of Pendragon fighting his death- 
battle : — 

" A 100 Sarazens on a rowte 
Att once layd him all about. 
Who-soe had seene Pendragon then, 
He might have seene a doughtye man ; 
For all that he might ever reach, ^ 

Trulye they need no other leech** 

Pendragon's search for Merlin, through all the many disguises in 
which the latter evades the king, is also full of costume and interest. 
The two pieces entitled " King Arthur's Death,'' which in the folio 
MS. are written as one, are here very properly separated. The first, 
which Percy did not print in the " Reliques," represents Arthur him- 
self cataloguing his conquests, and strikes us as specially interesting 
from its similarity to one of the sections of the " Ruolandsliet," where 
the dying Roland does much the same thing. We instance a few 
stanzas for comparison; the following is Arthur's in the work 
before us : — 

** 1 drove the Saxons from the realme, 
Who had oppressed this land ; 
And then I conquered through manly feats 
All Scottlande with my hands. 

" Ireland, Denmarke, Norway, 
These countries wan I all, 
Iseland, Gotheland, and Swethland (Sweden), 
And made their kings my thrall. 

" 5 kings of Pavye I did kill 
Amidst that bloody strife ; 
Besides the Grecian Emperour, 
Who alsoe lost his life. 

'* I conquered all Gallya 
That now is called France, 
And I slew the hardy froland field,* 
My honour to advance ; 

" And the ugly giant Danibus, 
So terrible to viewe, 
That in St. Barnard's moimt did lye, 
By force of arms I slew," &c. 

The style of this has been anticipated by the following from 
Roland's dying address to his sword : — 

* Froll in field. Frolle, according to the old chronicles, was a Roman knight 
gOYemor of France. — Percy. 
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Alemannia I gained. 

From Hungary I took her might, 

Bretagne stood not before me, 

Bohemia, nor Poland. 

To Franks and Huns 

I ne*er gave cause to boast. 

Friesland I won with thee. 

And conquered Ireland and Scotland; 

With mine own hand 

England with thee made I appanage," &Ci 



« With thee have I conquered 

Poitiers, Provence, Aquitaine, 

Lombardy — ^Apulia made I tribute pay, 

Malfi and Palermo. 

These won I for my lord 

With fiercest battle. 

We fought with Bayem 

The sharp-sworded. 

Many a time the Saxons heard thee 

In many a furious fight, 

And all bent down before thee. 

The story of " Sir Lambewell '^ is a most admirable piece, restored 
to our literature by the present publication. Mr. Hales, in his 
introduction to this short romance> says : — 

" Of * Sir Lambewell ' Mr. Collier says that if printed, it has perished. It 
was printed, and the print, with the exception of one page preserved in the 
Douce Collection, has perished. The poem, however, has not perished ; 
and we now print it." 

It is on the same subject as the similarly named " Lanval " (No. 5 
of Marie's Lays), though abridged and varied. Our notice of it must 
be short ; it shall therefore suffice to say that its hero. Sir Lambewell, 
having rejected the profiFered love of Queen Guinever, answers her 
furious taunt, 

" That thotl livest it is great pitye, 
Thou lovest noe woman, nor noe woman loves thee ! *' 

by declaring himself to be loved by one whose lowest maideti was 
fit to be Guinever's queen, thus divulging the fact of his romantic 
devotion to a mysterious and peerless beauty, the one condition of 
whose attachment was his inviolate secrecy. Being called upon to 
prove his words by a jury of knights empanneled by King Arthur, 
he is about to suffer death, as unwilling to produce the mistjess to 
whose behest he feels he has proved imfaithful, when she appears 
herself for his deliverance. The king at once admits her surpassing 
beauty, and thus acquitting Lambewell, promises to take him into 
higher favour than ever. But the lady is wroth with her love, and 
the poem ends with a most spirited scene of entreaty, refusal, and 
reconciliation well worth quotation : — 

'' When she heard the king so say, 
She leaped on her palefray, 

And obeyed her (did obeisance) to the king so hend. 
And took^ leave away to wende. 
Then of all that while to Sir Lambewell 
Shee wold not speake nor looke never so deale.* 
But, wott you well, sorry was hee. 
Before her he fell on his knee. 
And said, ' Madame, trespassed I have, 
And I am come your mercy to crave ! 
I (ac)knowledge me of that wicked deed 

♦ In any way. 
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That was forbidden me when yon yede (left me) ; 

I am well worthy therefor to hange 

Or leade my life in paines strange (strong) ; 

What pennance, lady, you will to me say, 

Or you depart from me away ? 

Lady, I desire no more of thee 

But once aside to looke on me ! 

My. lord the king, of so high a prow, 

For all the service I have done you, 

One good word for me do speak ! 

And all my fellows, I you beseeke, 

With the king pray you alsoe 

Of her good word ; I aske no moe.' 

For that they saw he made such mono 

The king and they prayed, every one ; 

But for all that ever he cold doe, 

Not a word she wold speak him to, 

But obayed her to the king so hend, 

And tooke her leave away to wend. 

When Lambewell saw that shee wold £Eu:e (go) 

His owne hart he tooke to him there. 

When she turned her horse to have gone, 

He leapM upon soone anon, 

Upon her palfray ; whatsoever betide, 

Behind her he wold not abide ; 

And he said, ' Madame, with reason and skill 

Now goe which way soe-ere you will ; 

For when you light downe, I shall stand. 

And when you ryde, all at your hande, 

And whether it be for weale or woe 

I will never depart you froe.* " 

And 80 the lady fair, doubtless at heart nothing loth, having vindi- 
cated her dignity, carries off 

'^ Sir Lambewell from Carlile, 
Farr into a lolly He 
That clipped was Amilion, 
Which knoweth well every Briton ; 
And further of him knoweth no man, 
Nor more of him tell can,'* &c. 

"We may look far among writings, ancient or modem, for a more 
life-like scene than that of Lambewell's pleading. With the most 
simple description we are led through all the different phases of his V 
feelings. At first, confident of pardon, he is content with the mere 
admission of his error ; he sees its greatness the more in proportion •< 
as the pardon is delayed ; he finds by degrees that he is 

** WeU worthy therefor to hange ; " 

then he asks her to name his penance ; she keeps silence still ; ho 
sues no more for pardon, and but implores a glance, doubtless trusting 
to its effect :— 

" Lady ! I desire no more of thee 
But once aside to look on mo ; " 
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and all this proving vain, ho tumB his entreaties ki liis Mng 
his comrades to intercede in his behalf. Kor is there anything^ 
abject or unknightly in his implorieB ; we see that the more he finds 
his love endangered, the grander he becomes in energy and earnest- 
nes8. And irhen 

" For that the; saw he made such mone 

The Mng and they prayed, every one ; 

But for all that ever he could do 

Not B word she itrold speak him to\" 

at the moment when most men, such as men are now, would feel 
utterly hopeless, and be ready enough to abandon their love in rage 
at their humiliation, bow admirably the true character of the true ' 
knight is upheld by the poet ! Ho loves his lady, and he knowa 
that she loves him ; she has proved it by her coming, and he feels 
too that she has proved it by her sternness ; he has her heart in his 
keeping, and ho keeps it like a man ; his prayers may seem Tain, 
but hia purpose is irresifitible ; entreaty was for the exorable, and it 
failed ; action for the inexorable, and it succeeded ; and surely better 
words could scarcely be found in any age than these, 

** Hia owne hart he tooke to him there," 

for expressing the immovable resolve of the courageous num, 
"whether it be for weale or wo^" to wear the jewel which hia 
heart convinced him well that he had won. 

Were this piece, with its antiquated language, its uncertain 
rhythm and its rugged metre, the only thing of merit in the work 
before us, it would justify our gratitude to its editor and pro- 
moters ; but there are very many more most important pieces con- 
tained in the book, of which only two out of four volumes have 
as yet appeared, and the poems on which we have remarked are 
quasi-random examples. Many of the remaining ones are of high 
historical interest, and rendered still more valuable hy the research 
displayed in the introductions and notes. AVe must, in conclusion, 
specially commend the discretion of the editors in their treatment 
of those parts of the collection unsuited to modem cars, and, we are 
glad to say, to modem morals. These could not have been omitted 
altogether (though many of them are worse than worthless) without 
depriving the subscribers of what was promised them, a print of the 
Percy folio exactly as it exists ; hut the excellent plan has been 
adopted of printing the " Loose and Humorous Songs " apart from 
the rest, so that subscribers can keep or refuse them at their own 
choice, thus enabling the editors to meet any overstrained objections 
with clear conscience by quoting our national motto, " Honi soit qui 
mal y pense," 
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